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In general, the approach of Joining Forces is welcomed, however accompanied by a
number of disclaimers.

At the level of primes competition is envisaged, as simulation provides a differentiating
business value. However, for SME not having the resources to develop entire solutions
from scratch, reference implementations would be helpful. Competition at the lower
levels should also be encouraged, as small companies can be more flexible and may lead
innovation in specific areas.

Joining Forces is identified as beneficial especially for innovative developments, not yet
covered by the existing tools. Areas such as Model Development Tools, Open Tool Chains
and Shared Models we identified having potential for Joining Forces. Before
developments can take place, reference architectures shall be agreed and possible
standards shall be defined. Also, interoperability of various tool chains shall be ensured.

Open Source has been suggested, especially applicable to reference implementations.
However, the governance of Open Source developments has to be considered.
Furthermore, Open Source does not mean it will come at no cost, and the usage of COTS
products may sometimes be more efficient than tailoring Open Source developments.
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