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Conclusions

« The spacecraft requires roughly the same fuel
regardless of Earth departure or Mars arrival dates;

« Ballistic capture does not carry additional costs, when
compared to simply rendezvousing with the planet;

» 5 kg of propellant are required to reach Mars and get
ballistically captured (20% of the spacecraft's mass at
departure);

« The spacecraft needs to fly for at least 3.6 years.
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