
❑ Focuses on international cooperation in the peaceful
uses of outer space

❑ Reports to the United Nations General Assembly (one of
the principal organs of the UN) via the Special Political
and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee)

❑ Currently 100 States members, w/ two more to join by
the end of 2022, and supported by observer
organizations

❑ Has a Scientific and Technical (STSC) and Legal
Subcommittees (LSC) and working groups

❑ STSC, LSC and COPUOS each meet annually w/
Secretariat services provided by the Office for Outer
Space Affairs (additional intersessional meetings are
held on specific topics)

❑ Decision are taken by consensus, giving equal
negotiating power to all member States

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

The permanent Committee was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1959





Space Sustainability 

“The long-term sustainability of outer space activities is defined as the 
ability to maintain the conduct of space activities indefinitely into the 
future in a manner that realizes the objectives of equitable access to the 
benefits of the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, in 
order to meet the needs of the present generations while preserving the 
outer space environment for future generations.”
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